PRACTICAL
LESSONS

in logic and life



£ CHESTERTON AND
% CONVERSION

LEARNING TO THINK AGAIN




Connect the Dots

1) Argument is an essential
part of our conversion..

2) Argument was an essential
part of GKC’S conversion..




CHESTERTON AND

ARGUMENT

- *All men do
P D ' haturally love...
U LN, ‘
. e WS - loud and equal
ardument.”




Brotherly Love.. of arguing

My brother, Cecil Edward Chesterton, was born
when I was about five years old; and, after a
brief pause, began to argue. He continued to
argue to the end; for I am sure that he argued
energetically with the soldiers among whom he
died, in the last glory of the Great War. [..]

We argued throughout our boyhood and youth
until we became the pest of our whole social
circle.

G. K. Chesterton, The Autobiography.




Brotherly Love.. of arguing

We shouted at each other across the table, on the
subject of Parnell or Puritanism or Charles the
First’s head, until our nearest and dearest fled
at our approach, and we had a desert around us.
And though it is not a matter of undiluted
pleasure to recall having been so horrible a
nuisance, I am rather glad in other ways that we
did so early thrash out our own thoughts on
almost all the subjects in the world. I am glad to
think that through all those years we never
stopped arguing; and we never once quarreled.

G. K. Chesterton, The Autobiography.




Brotherly Love.. of arguing

Perhaps the principal objection to a quarrel is
that it interrupts an argument. Anyhow, our
argument was never interrupted until it began
to reach 1its conclusion in the proper form,;
which is conviction. I do not say that at any
particular moment either of us would have
admitted being in error; but as a matter of fact,
it was through that 1incessant process of
disagreement that we came at last to agree.

.. to end eventually, but quite independently, in
the same Church.

G. K. Chesterton, The Autobiography.







